Tears in the Reichstag
ing, presented to the Reichstag his programme of
new taxes and loans to stabilize the budget, the agent
for the Reparations Commission came forward with
a declaration that new loans could be floated onlv
with his consent, which he would not grant with-
out Dr. Schacht's acquiescence. The government
was thus forced by foreign intervention to submit
to the dictatorship of Dr. Schacht, who meanwhile
had more and more developed into a voluntary agent
of the reaction and soon after of the Nazis.
The conflict between the forces of reaction and
liberalism came to the fore in the search for a solu-
tion of the difficulties of the unemployment insur-
ance system. The system was unprepared for such a
serious economic crisis as developed in 1929. It has
been widely argued that labour should have been
less intransigent in order to avoid a ministerial crisis
and the end of the Muller government. I think this
argument is vain. The crisis would have come
anyway. The conservatives and reactionaries had
gained the upper hancl in all middle-class parties,
and there were no liberal parties in the Reichstag
with which labour could collaborate.
Hermann Miiller's overthrow cannot have been
unexpected by the middle-class parties. If the defeat
of his cabinet had not been deliberate, it would not
have been possible to have another government im-
mediately at hand. Such a government was quickly
organized, the Right coalition of Dr. Heinrich Briining.
The new cabinet showed itself from the very beginning
to be tainted with strong authoritarian tendencies ;
in his first declaration before the Reichstag Brtining
said : " This cabinet is formed to fulfil the necessary
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